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The U.S. Civil war 1861-1865

History

The big land we today call America was discovered by Columbus and that led to that many people from Europe went to America to create colonies e.g.  Spain,  England and France. 

It became war between the colonies and France and England were big  rivals but after a few battles England took command over the most colonies and got most power over the new country. After that England had won against France, England wanted money of the small colonies to repair the financially losses that the war had cost them. But in 1776 the Philadelphian  congress decided that they would stop to pay money to England and instead build and own state. Americas first president George Washington declared war against England but he understood that his army wouldn’t stand a chance against England’s powerful army  but the Frenchmen wanted revenge and joined George Washington and in England surrendered in 1781 this and a new nation was build, America.

North and South

After the revolution, America was a free nation but the problems weren’t over just because the colonists were free from England. Already in the 1770s there were big differences between north and south in America. The biggest difference was the industry and accordingly how people support themselves. In the northern states many people had their own farms and many worked with trading and shipping. All the major cities were also located in the north. In the south there were no industries like they had in the north and the people in the south complained much about that. Everything that the people in the south used came from the north e.g. books, tools, drugs and toys. 

But there were one thing in the south that they had allot of, cotton. In the south there were big cotton and tobacco fields that they exported and they exported big amounts to Europe. 75% of all the cotton in the world came from the southern states. 

A important difference between north and south were the manpower that they used to the industries. In the north there were American citizens who worked and got a pay check but in the south there were slaves from Africa who worked and got some food if there were lucky. They didn’t only use the slaves to harvest the cotton and tobacco fields they also used the slaves as butlers and gardeners to take care of the house and the land property. They didn’t like this in the north because many of the slaves families was chattered when they were sold to different “noblemen” around the southern states.

The field owners in the south said that it was impossible to abolish the slave trading because only “niggers” had the condition to work at the big fields. 

Another big difference was the way to look at Americas economy. In the north they wanted put up high custom prices on products that the south exported to the north. The south didn’t like this because their economy were based on export. Now there were to big parties in America: North(republic) and South(democrat). 

Abraham Lincoln  

The democrats the ones who lived in the south had won all the elections  since George Washington. But in 1860 Abraham Lincoln became the first republican president in the history. Abraham Lincoln started like a attorney before he became president. Abraham Lincoln had a poor childhood and he was born in a log cabin and he was the son of a poor settler. He had to work allot at his home and only went one year in school. 

Lincoln didn’t like the slavery and the democrats in the south didn’t like him because he wanted to forbid the slavery. In December 1861 the south states created a new alliance and declared that they would leave the union. The new southalliance  were called the confederation states with an own president: Jefferson Davis.

The war 

Lincoln sad that no state had the right to leave union when he heard about the southern states liberation. Lincoln knew that a war were near but he didn’t want to start the war and he sad that the souths had to fire the first shot an that was exactly what happened. In April 1861 the first shot were fired at Fort Sumter in South Carolina. The northern states had a big advantage because they had many more citizens. The northern states took control over the sea and blocked all import and export from Europe. The southern states had only 9milijon citizens compares tom the northern states 22miljon and that because the northern states had 23 states and the south only 11. The northern states thought that the war would be short but Lincoln warned them to not underestimate the souths. The northern states went down to Virgina to face the southern states which were the southern states new capital after they had left the union. The northern states thought that it would be easy to make the south surrender because 97% of all the ammunition were made in the north. But the northern states had to surrender and flea, and many battles went this way in the beginning of the war thanks to the famous southern state general Robert E. Lee.

The battle of Gettysburg

Everything went fine for the southern states and they got allot of  confidence but they were stooped at the big battle at Gettysburg. It was the biggest battle in the whole war and lasted for 3 days and that was the turning point for the whole war. After many battles and good warstrategy did Robert E. Lee and his forces capitulate. This time it was time for the northern states general Ulysses S. Grant to win. He won the most important battle of the war when almost all the soldiers at the war were gathered in a big bloodbath. Ulysses S. Grant won because he had encourage all his soldiers to not surrender and fight to the last man. But some few southern state soldiers survived and they tried one more time with no chance. The 9th of April 1865 were the war totally over and Lincoln northern states had won.

The murder of Lincoln

The war was over and 600 000 soldiers had died and the southern state had to join the union again. Many southern cities laid in ruins. The northern states celebrated the victory five days after they had won on the 14th of April 1865 and Lincoln celebrated to with his wife at Fords theatre in Washington when he were shot in the head by an actor from close range. The man who killed Lincoln were a southern state soldier and his name was John Wilkes Booth. Booth were shot a few days after that and he was celebrated as a hero in the southern states. But Lincoln did his job and prevented that the union would split.

After the war 

The northern states fought to stop the slavery and they succeeded. But things didn’t go the way they thought, the “slaves” didn’t have any houses, soil, work or food. They wanted to give the black people the right to vote but most of the black people couldn’t  read or rite so they couldn’t give them right to vote. Even the new president Andrew Johnson said that this wasn’t a land for black people. Many of the former slaves had to go back to their old owners because they didn’t have any food. The new president didn’t have the same opinion about the black people as Lincoln and still today there is people who agrees with the southern way to treat black people as slaves and many people in the south joined a clan against black people Ku Klux Klan.

Own opinion    

I think that the reason of the war were pretty unnecessary because the northern didn’t have to put up big customs fees when they know that the southern sates were independent export to the northern states. But I don’t  like the way that the people in the southern states treated the slaves. But that makes me wonder if I would have slaves in the 1800s if I were a rich man with cotton fields I probably would and that doesn’t makes me better then them. But if I would have lived in the north I would probably have the same opinion as today that slavery is not acceptable. But  I think that the northern states had a much more fair situation because they didn’t have slaves and boycotted the southern states because of that. The southern states were lucky to have the general Robert E. Lee because without him they wouldn’t have won many battles and the war wouldn’t  have got so important for the future and who knows maybe the slavery would had continued until today. The war was good fore the human evolution and changed many peoples thoughts on black people. 
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